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regret that the newly risen fad of humanitarianism did not
allow him to follow the example of the Spanish Conquistadorcs.
And so, for lack of that more direct method, he used to present
the heathen with the clothes recently worn by the victims of
smallpox. It took a litde longer, but in the end the results were
just the same. The noble lord died in the year 1797. Perhaps,
after all, the world doth make some progress!

On September 25 of the year 1513 Balboa reached the highest
point of the Isthmus. Away in the distance and far below him
he could see the glittering waves of the great sea of the south,
or the Pacific Ocean, as it came to be known after the days of
Magellan. And so he returned, after all sorts of uncomfortable
adventures, to report proudly to his royal master that he had
found a new ocean, and also that he had returned with a con-
siderable amount of gold. The news about the gold was most
enthusiastically received, but the existence of a second ocean
was immediately and bitterly refuted by the learned clerics of
his Majesty's Court. These good lathers argued that since God
had created this earth for man's special benefit and convenience,
it was absolutely blasphemous to maintain that more than half
of the globe was covered with water, of no use to anyone except
fishes and whales.

The rest of Balboa's story is known to every one. It was the
curse of the New World that it had been discovered by a mystic
who was completely lacking in the gift of leadership. But we
should not judge Columbus too severely on account of this very
serious defect He shared it with many of the greatest navi-
gators of all times. Hudson and Bligh, to give you only two
examples, performed veritable miracles within the realm of
their own craft. They could take their vessels anywhere at any
time and in adverse circumstances. But when it came to handling
men instead of ships they were hopeless failures, and their careers
were sadly marred by an unceasing scries of mutinies and